Escalating GBV
in Al Dabbah,

Northern State

Reports indicate alarming rates of sexual violence, rape, and child marriage. Maternal

deaths among survivors—particularly from unsafe abortions—are on the rise. *
Since April 2025, intensified conflict between the Sudan Armed
Forces (SAF), the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), and allied armed

groups has triggered a new wave of displacement into Al Dabbah ..
locality, Northern State. Government sources estimate a daily ——

influx of 10—15 households. However, testimonies from internally

displaced persons (IDPs) from Al Malha indicate 4—5 trucks arrive

each day, each carrying at least 20 individuals. These patterns
suggest the potential for a full-scale displacement crisis, ‘
threatening to overwhelm host communities and existing services. == . sl e

Gender-Based Violence (GBV) Situation

Reports indicate alarming rates of sexual violence, rape, and child marriage. Maternal deaths among
survivors—particularly from unsafe abortions—are on the rise. Cultural stigma and fear of reprisal,
including instances of survivors being killed by family members, significantly contribute to
underreporting. Overcrowded gathering sites pose significant risks, especially to women and girls. The
absence of gender-segregated latrines and lack of night lighting increase their vulnerability to sexual
violence and theft. Limited access to essential health services, case management, and psychosocial support
further heightens their exposure to harm. Female-headed households are especially at risk, with 90%
having little to no income-generating opportunities. Many resort to informal tea selling, further exposing
them to GBV risks. Frontline GBV service providers are overwhelmed, unable to meet the growing needs
for PSS and protection services.

Current Response

Partners under the GBV AoR are working to address the situation through multiple interventions. These
include distribution of dignity kits, mobile GBV and sexual and reproductive health (SRH) clinics, the
establishment of Women and Girls Safe Spaces (WGSS), and the provision of psychosocial support, legal
aid, cash assistance, and referral services. Awareness campaigns are also being conducted to encourage
reporting and reduce stigma. However, despite these efforts, the overall GBV response in Northern State—
particularly in Al Dabbah—remains under-resourced and inadequate relative to the scale of needs

Priority Needs
Access to emergency Expand access to safe Coordinated multi-
GBV and SRH spaces and livelihood sectoral response to
services support displacement

Establish additional
WGSS that provide
comprehensive, survivor-
centred services, and

Ensure women and girls
can access life-saving
services such as quality
clinical care for survivors

prioritize livelihood
opportunities for female-
headed households to
reduce the risk of GBV.

of rape, case
management, mental
health and psychosocial
support

For additional information: please contact the GBV AoR: alabre@unfpa.org; shaza@nadaelazhar.org
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